
Dear  Pray i n g  Fr ien ds,  
 
   I  wan t  to  thank  you  from  the  ver y  bot t om  of  my  hear t  fo r  help i n g  to  send  me  and  Ka la  to  
A f r i c a.   No w  that  we  are  home  and  have  had  a l i t t l e  time  to  sort  throu g h  our  emo t i o n s,  I  can  sti l l  
say  it  was  probab l y  the  best  and  wo rs t  two  week  per i o d  in  al l  of  my  46  years  of  l i fe.   I  canno t  
exp la i n  to  you  the  bless i n g  of  being  w i t h  those  peop le  in  Sh in ya n ga,  Tanzan i a  (look  it  up  on  a 
globe  - it’s  East  A f r i c a,  righ t  on  the  equa to r,  a l i t t l e  Sou th  of  Lake  V i c t o r i a).  Wha t  you  need  to  
kno w  is  th is:   We  were  par t  of  a “team”  of  32  peop le  from  Wash i n g t o n ,  Texas,  A r k a nsas,  
Tennessee,  A la bama,  and  Georg i a.  Eigh t  of  the  team  served  in  two  med i ca l  cl i n i c s,  wh i l e  the  rest  
of  us  wen t  house  to  house  (litera l l y  hut  to  hut) tel l i n g  them  “God’s  Sto r y.”   I f  I  wasn ’ t  there  and  
if  I  didn ’ t  get  to  l i ve  it,  I  wou l d n ’ t  bel ie ve  wha t  took  place.   I  unders tand  wha t  Jesus  mean t  now  
when  He  said  “the  har ves t  tru l y  is  great.”  (Luke  10:2)  We  saw  3,964  saved  wh i l e  we  were  there! 
It  was  abso l u te l y ,  inc red i b l y ,  amaz i n g.   One  day  wh i l e  wa l k i n g  down  the  road  w i t h  my  
inte r p r e te r,  who  was  also  our  A f r i c a n  pasto r,  I  asked  him,  “Wh y  is  th is  so  easy?”   I  w i l l  neve r  
for ge t  his  answe r.   “They  have  neve r  heard.”   M i l l i o n s  and  mi l l i o n s  of  peop le  have  neve r  heard  
God’s  gospe l,  the  way  to  heaven,  the  stor y  of  redemp t i o n .   It  just  breaks  my  hear t  ever y  time  I  
th in k  of  it  and  I  canno t  qui t  th i n k i n g  abou t  it.   I  simp l y  canno t  just  push  it  out  of  my  min d  and  
jump  back  into  the  hur r y  up,  rat  race  of  l i fe  back  at  home  as a blessed  beyon d  measu re  and  
spo i l e d  Ame r i c a n  Chr i s t i a n.   I,  persona l l y ,  onl y  saw  abou t  5 peop le  rejec t  the  gospe l  of  Jesus  
wh i l e  there  and  ever y  time  they  were  Mos l e m.   John  14:6,  whe re  Jesus  said,  “I  am  the  way,  the  
tru th,  and  the  li fe”  presen ted  them  big  prob l em s.   You  can’ t  face  Jesus  Chr is t  and  Mo ham m e d  at  
the  same  time.   Jesus  is  not  the  Ame r i c a n  way  or  the  Bap t i s t  way  or  the  wh i t e  man’s  way.   He  is  
the  onl y  way  to  God  the  Father  and  heaven.   Bu t  fo r  that  3,964  that  turned  away  from  al l  other  
gods  to  fo l l o w  Jesus,   we  saw  lots  of  great  big  smi l es,  we  got  man y,  many  hugs,  and  even  some  
“high  f i ves!”   It  tru l y  was  the  exper i e n ce  of  a l i fe t i m e.   W i t h o u t  a doub t,  the  bigges t  bless i n g  in  
al l  of  th is  fo r  me  was  that  I  got  to  share  the  who l e  expe r i e n ce  w i t h  my  17  year  old  daugh te r,  
Ka la.
   
   I  don ’ t  kno w  if  you  kno w  th is  or  not.   I  w i l l  be  br ie f .   In  Decem be r  of  2006,  we  moved  my  
mothe r  over  here  from  Geor g i a.   On  Ap r i l  23  (my  w i f e ’ s  40

th
 bi r t h da y)  at  5:20  p.m.,  my  mo the r  

wen t  home  to  be  w i t h  the  Lo r d  Jesus  after  a long,  hard  strugg l e.   I  am  so  proud  of  her  and  for  
her.   No w  she  is  healed  and  who l e.   A t  7 a.m.,  Ap r i l  25

th
, we  lef t  for  A f r i c a.   We  flew  al l  nigh t  

for  two  nigh t s,  w i t h  a 10  hou r  layo ve r  in  Lond o n  in  between.   You  wou l d  not  bel i e ve  the  
wh i r l w i n d  of  sigh tsee i n g  we  did  dur i n g  that  layo ve r!   We  even  saw  two  young  men  saved  on  the  
subwa y  rid i n g  in  from  the  airpo r t .  We  arr i ve d  in  M wa n z a,  Tanzan i a  Fr i da y  after no o n,  rode  a bus  
2 ½  hou rs  to  Shin ya n ga,  wa l ke d  stra i g h t  in to  a we l c o m e  ral l y ,  and  stayed  busy  unt i l  we  got  home  
Sunda y  nigh t,  Ma y  6

th
.  We  have  seen  thousands  saved,  learned  to  love  the  laugh te r  of  A f r i c a n  

chi l d r en,  danced  (yes, even  me) in  the  wo rs h i p  at  chur c h  (most  of  my  danc i n g  memo r i es  came  
from  befo r e  I  was  saved  and  they  usua l l y  had  to  do  w i t h  being  lost  and  drun k).  I  can  honest l y  
say  it  was  fun  and  they  didn ’ t  even  laugh  because  they  were  too  busy  wo rs h i p i n g .   I  w ish  I  cou l d  
sit  down  face  to  face  w i t h  you  and  tel l  you  “ever y t h i n g ”  but  since  that  probab l y  won ’ t  happen,  I  
hope  you  w i l l  accep t  my  thanks  for  you r  help  in  send i n g  us  to  A f r i c a.   The re  is  no  way  we  cou l d  
have  wen t  w i t h o u t  the  help  of  fr ien ds.   I  real l y  do  pra y  the  Lo r d  w i l l  bless  you  fo r  bless i n g  us.    I  
hope  these  pic t u r es  br i n g  a smi l e  to  you r  face  and  I  real l y  wan t  you  to  pray  abou t  go in g  w i t h  us  
nex t  year.   I  prom i se  you  it  w i l l  be  wo r t h  ever y  penn y  of  mone y  and  you  won ’ t  m iss  any th i n g  at  
home  when  you  get  to  see  God  wo r k  in  a way  that  rea l l y  does  change  etern i t y .   Bwana  Si few e  - 
Pra ise  the  Lo r d.
                                                                                          Jesus  is  Lo r d  - Yesu  ne  Kr i s t o

Tu r k  Ho l t


